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unrle, Richard Hakluyt, who was interested in these ventures.
There are James Lancaster's expedition to the Cape of Good
Hope, Zanzibar and Malacca, and Drake's expedition to Cadiz. In
relation to the voyages to the north-west there are scanty accounts
of the expeditions of the Cabots, and fine descriptive narratives
of the voyages of Hawkins. These, and the expeditions of Gilbert
and Frobisher, have already been alluded to. The expeditions of
Philip Amada and Arthur Barlow, and various accounts of the
enterprises of Drake, Ralegh and others also hold a notable place
in the volumes.
There is no purpose in cataloguing the contents of Hakluyt's
volumes here, nor in offering more than a general comment upon
them. The object has been to indicate their place and significance
in national literature and to describe their origin and character.
Hakluyt was no doubt the editor as well as the collector of these
records. Amid all their variety and diversity of qualities and
merits, it is possible to discern a certain unity and the influence
of an individuality. Much excellent prose, strong and vigorous
in character, often dignified and persuasive, is to be found in
the book. Lucid and careful description, often lighted up by
imagination and literary power, distinguishes many of these
relations of voyages. They constitute a body of narrative litera-
ture which is of the highest value for an understanding of the
spirit and tendency of the time, and, together with the later
collection of Purchas, who brought together some things which
had escaped the vigilance of Hakluyt, they are the basis of our
knowledge of the part which Englishmen played in enlarging
the boundaries of the known world in the great age of exploration
and discovery